7 September 2021
Dear Stakeholder,
RE: Stakeholder consultation on draft International Medical Graduate (IMG)
Assessment Policy (Australia) and Area of Need (AoN) site accreditation standards
for upskilling IMGs.
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) is accredited by
the Australian Medical Council (AMC) to conduct assessments of International Medical
Graduates (IMGs) on behalf of the Medical Board of Australia (MBA). RANZCR is
responsible for ensuring that IMGs practising in Australia are supported to practice safely.
To achieve this aim, RANZCR plays a central role to ensure that there are structures,
processes and policies that support IMGs to reach the standard of a RANZCR trained
clinical radiologist or radiation oncologist so that they can practise safely, effectively, and
collaboratively in compliance with expected standard in Australia. A broader role is to
ensure those upskilling and working in regional Australia and/or state and territory
determined as Areas of Need (AoN) are well supported.
In 2020, RANZCR undertook a wide-ranging stakeholder consultation providing feedback
from our members, former and current IMGs, private practices as well as other
stakeholders. The resultant IMG Stakeholder Report: Executive Summary is publicly
available on the College’s website. RANZCR took into consideration all stakeholder
feedback in the process of drafting the new IMG Assessment Policy.
RANZCR is now conducting stakeholder consultations to seek feedback on the draft IMG
Assessment Policy and associated AoN Accreditation Standards.
In consultation with our stakeholders, RANZCR will be assessing and balancing the various
objectives of the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme, including:
1.
To provide for the protection of the public by ensuring that only health
practitioners who are suitably trained and qualified to practice in a competent
and ethical manner are registered (Section 3(1)(a) of the National Law),
2.
To facilitate the rigorous and responsive assessment of overseas-trained health
practitioners (Section 3(1)(d) of the National Law), and
3.
To facilitate access to services provided by health practitioners in accordance
with the public interest (Section 3(1)(e) of the National Law).
The draft policy and associated AoN site accreditation standards for stakeholder and
member consultation is available on the RANZCR website.
IMG Assessment Policy (Australia)
Key Changes:
1. In alignment to the MBA Standards, Specialist medical college assessment of
specialist international medical graduates, all IMGs found partially comparable will
require a minimum of 6 months and no more than 24 months upskilling and
associated assessments.
2. In order to ensure IMGs are adequately supported, those IMGs found partially
comparable and requiring up to 12 months upskilling will be eligible to undertake
the required upskilling in an AoN accredited site.
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3. Implementation of an accreditation process of AoN sites to undertake upskilling of
IMGs found partially comparable requiring up to 12 months upskilling.
4. IMGs on the specialist recognition pathway will now be eligible for RANZCR’s
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) program as a CPD participant.
We are particularly seeking stakeholder and member feedback on the following:
1. Are there any policy changes that would adversely affect public health and safety?
2. Does the draft policy provide adequate support mechanisms for IMGs working in
Australia and IMGs on the Specialist Recognition (SR) pathway?
3. Are there any (un)foreseen or unintended impacts on the regional workforce?
4. Is the draft policy clear? Are there any areas of the draft policy that could be
clearer?
5. Is there any area of the draft policy that is difficult to understand?
6. Is there any other feedback on the draft IMG policy?
AoN Site Accreditation Standards
The purpose of accrediting AoN sites for upskilling IMGs found partially comparable is to:
 Ensure there are appropriate and adequate support systems and mechanisms in
place for IMGs to practice safely in regional AoN sites.
 Ensure there are appropriate and adequate systems in place for IMGs to meet
standards of Australian trained clinical radiologists and radiation oncologists.
 Ensure that IMGs are supported while completing the Specialist Recognition
pathway requirements, including assessments and examinations.
AoN site accreditation will attract a fee which will be set on a cost recovery basis.
We are particularly seeking stakeholder and member feedback on the following:
1. Are the draft AoN Site Accreditation Standards clear? Are there any areas of the
draft AoN standards and accreditation process that could be clearer?
2. Are there any unforeseen impacts on the regional workforce?
3. Is there any other feedback on the draft AoN Site Accreditation Standards?
Please submit your response to img@ranzcr.edu.au before 5pm on Wednesday 20th
October 2021.
In the interim, the current IMG policy will remain in place for IMGs seeking assessment.
The current policy is available here.
We look forward to your comments on IMG assessments.
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