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Submission to the Report from the Nurse Practitioners Reference Group

About the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) is the peak body
advancing patient care and quality standards in the clinical radiology and radiation oncology
sectors. It represents over 4,000 members in Australia and New Zealand.
RANZCR’s role is to drive the appropriate, proper and safe use of radiology and radiation
oncology medical services. This includes supporting the training, assessment and
accreditation of trainees; the maintenance of quality and standards in both specialties; and
workforce mapping to ensure we have the specialists available to support the sectors in the
future.

The Faculty of Clinical Radiology is the bi-national body for setting, promoting and
continuously improving the standards of training and practice in diagnostic and interventional
radiology for the betterment of the people of Australia and New Zealand.
Clinical radiology relates to the diagnosis or treatment of a patient through the use of
medical imaging. Diagnostic imaging uses plain X-ray radiology, computerised tomography
(CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), ultrasound and nuclear medicine imaging
techniques to obtain images that are interpreted to aid in the diagnosis of disease.
Interventional radiologists treat as well as diagnose disease using imaging equipment.

Recommendation 9 - Remove current restrictions on diagnostic imaging
investigations when requested by NPs
RANZCR’s position is that the referrer of a diagnostic imaging test should be appropriately
qualified to manage the clinical condition of the patient that they are referring for.1 This
includes:
•

being able to weigh up the risks and benefits to the patient of the diagnostic test.
Many diagnostic imaging tests use ionising radiation and so the risk benefit analysis
consideration must also consider radiation risk.

1

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists, Quality of Referrals Position Paper. Supporting
Appropriate Referrals [internet], Sydney 2017 [cited 28 May 2019) Available from:
https://www.ranzcr.com/college/document-library/quality-of-referrals-position-paper
Head Office: Level 9, 51 Druitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia Ph: +61 2 9268 9777 Fax: +61 2 9268 9799 Email: ranzcr@ranzcr.edu.au
New Zealand Office: Floor 6, 142 Lambton Quay, Wellington 6011, New Zealand Ph: +64 4 472 6470 Fax: +64 4 472 6474 Email: nzbranch@ranzcr.org.nz
Web: www.ranzcr.edu.au ABN 37 000 029 863

•

understand the appropriate clinical indications for the requested test,

•

be able to interpret the diagnostic information provided in the radiology report and,

•

be able to act on the diagnostic information included in the radiology report.

RANZCR is unaware of the level of training nor specific scope of practice of nurse
practitioners, however is concerned that it would not encompass the range of clinical
conditions which relate to the items in this recommendation.

There may be circumstances where a nurse practitioner is the only medical professional in
remote areas of Australia. In such cases it may be appropriate for nurse practitioners to refer
for some or all of the tests listed in this recommendation as we do not want to limit access to
good medical treatment for patients in remote area if there is a shortage of medical
practitioners. However, RANZCR believes the nurse practitioner should always be linked
with a medical practitioner who can provide professional supervision, via technology or other
means.

From an economic standpoint, RANZCR is concerned that expanding the scope of the nurse
practitioner to request for the services listed in the recommendation will result in an increase
in Medicare expenditure, potential over-referring and will result in low value care.
It is RANZCR’s advice that if this recommendation is to be progressed, the Department of
Health should further consult key stakeholders, including the College.

For further information or queries, please contact Neha Chopra, Policy Officer, on (02) 9268
9701 or email neha.chopra@ranzcr.edu.au.
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