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IMPROVED PATIENT
ACCESS TO MRI

ADOPTION OF AI
IN HEALTHCARE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
QUALITY FRAMEWORK

As a result of RANZCR’s advocacy,
there are strong commitments
across the board towards improving
patient access to MRI.

All parties have provided unanimous
support towards developing a
comprehensive strategy to prepare
for the adoption of artificial
intelligence (AI) in healthcare.

RANZCR is disappointed that the
Quality Framework has not been
implemented despite an election
commitment by the Coalition
Government in the lead-up to
the 2016 Federal Election . The
Framework will increase the quality
and safety of diagnostic imaging
services for patients, at no cost to
the Government and is strongly
supported, almost entirely, by
industry and professional peak
bodies.

•

•

•

•

The COALITION has already
pledged $375m to expand
access to MRI scans covered by
Medicare. The Coalition further
commits to evaluating the
impact of its recent delivery of 53
new MRI machines.
LABOR has committed to
delivering an additional 20 MRI
licences, designating a further
$135 towards radiology over the
forward estimates.
LABOR will work to eliminate
out-of-pocket costs for oncology
diagnostic imaging through a
$600m investment to improve
access and affordability. Labor
will also establish a Ministerial
Working Group, that will include
RANZCR, on Out-of-Pocket
Cancer Imaging Costs to assist
with implementation of the
policy.

Given the recent technological
advances in the field of AI and
likelihood of rapid dissemination of
this technology, a strategy to prepare
Australia’s health system for the
adoption of AI must be considered an
urgent public health priority.
The current standards and
regulations are inadequate to deal
with the unique challenges of AI in
healthcare. Instead, robust AI specific
regulation is required to ensure the
safety of patients and the teams that
care for them.

RANZCR has been reassured by all
parties that they intend to ensure that
the quality of services in Australia
is as high as possible. In addition
RANZCR welcomes:
•

LABOR’S pledge to seek urgent
departmental advice on the
benefits and implications of the
Quality Framework, particularly
for CT, and consult closely with
RANZCR and other stakeholders
on the proposal,

•

A CENTRE ALLIANCE
commitment to implement the
Quality Framework, and

•

A commitment from the
GREENS to bring the document
into the public eye and have it
implemented.

RANZCR thanks each party for their
commitment to AI in healthcare and
looks forward to continued support
from all parties on this issue.

LABOR, the GREENS and
CENTRE ALLIANCE further
commit to supporting policies
that ensure transparent and
equitable processes of awarding
MRI licences.
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