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About the College
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) is a not-for-profit
association whose members deliver skills, knowledge, insight, time and commitment to promote the
science and practice of the medical specialties of clinical radiology (diagnostic and interventional) and
Radiation Oncology in Australia and New Zealand.
The Faculty of Radiation Oncology, RANZCR, is the peak bi-national body advancing patient care and
the specialty of Radiation Oncology through setting of quality standards, the provision of world-class
training and ongoing professional education, and driving research, innovation and collaboration in the
treatment of cancer.

Our Vision
RANZCR as the peak group driving best practice in Clinical Radiology and Radiation Oncology for the
benefit of our patients.

Our Mission
To drive the appropriate, proper and safe use of Clinical Radiology and Radiation Oncology medical
services to ensure optimum health outcomes by leading, training and sustaining our professionals.

Our Values
Commitment to Best Practice
Exemplified through an evidence-based culture, a focus on patient outcomes and equity of access to
high quality care; an attitude of compassion and empathy.
Acting with Integrity
Exemplified through an ethical approach: doing what is right, not what is expedient; a forward thinking
and collaborative attitude and patient-centric focus.
Accountability
Exemplified through strong leadership that is accountable to members; and with patient engagement
at professional and organisational levels.

Code of Ethics
The Code defines the values and principles that underpin the best practice of Clinical Radiology and
Radiation Oncology and makes explicit the standards of ethical conduct the College expects of its
members.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1

Purpose and scope
(a) This RANZCR Radiation Oncology Scope of Practice is intended to assist The Royal
Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists® (ABN 37 000 029 863) (the
College), Fellows, Members, staff, and other individuals to identify the range of practice
or types of procedures which a Fellow of the College can undertake. It is important to
note that an individual’s scope of practice is dependent on, and will differ with, their local
environment, and therefore can vary from organisation to organisation.
(b) The primary purpose of this document is to lead a discussion of how Radiation
Oncologists can meet healthcare needs of patients, to ensure the quality delivery of
services by Radiation Oncologists to patients and to maintain the currency of the
profession in response to changes in patterns of care, regulations or the setting of
practice.
(c) The RANZCR Radiation Oncology Scope of Practice can be used to assist College
Fellows and organisations to provide guidance on policies, guidelines and procedures
related to credentialing and defining individuals’ scope of practice. The definition of the
RANZCR Scope of Practice will consider the:
(i)

Role of a radiation oncologist

(ii)

Organisation’s governance responsibility to provide and maintain a service facility
and support to a sufficiently high standard to meet the needs of the radiation
oncologist to provide care within their scope of practice.

(iii)

Maintenance of patient safety and improving the quality of care

(iv)

Processes involved that must be transparent, fair and legally robust

(v)

Implications of new technologies, procedures and services

(vi)

Access to training and support to meet the requirements of Continuous
Professional Development (CPD).

(d) The RANZCR Radiation Oncology Scope of Practice is not designed to be a measure to:

1.2

(i)

Restrict an individual’s practice

(ii)

Inappropriately seek to restrict another practitioner’s practice

(iii)

Assert a right to practice

(iv)

Unfairly demand resources.

Definitions
Scope of practice is the extent of an individual’s clinical practice based on the individual’s
practice, qualifications, competence, performance and professional experience, and the needs
and the capability of the environment to support the medical practitioner’s scope of clinical
practice.
College means The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists.
Member means a member of the College.
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WHO IS A RADIATION ONCOLOGIST?
A radiation oncologist is a medical specialist who has postgraduate training and qualifications in all
aspects of the management of patients with cancer and relevant benign diseases. This includes
investigation, study, diagnosis, management, and treatment of malignant disease including
preventative, curative and palliative medical approaches. Radiation oncologists specialise particularly
in radiation therapy, endocrine therapy, and supportive care therapies.
THE ROLE OF A RADIATION ONCOLOGIST
Radiation oncologists are part of a multidisciplinary team contributing to all aspects of the
management of cancer patients and relevant benign disease but uniquely have overall responsibility
for determining, prescribing and supervising delivery of the most suitable radiation therapy.

1.3

Canadian Medical Education Directives for Specialists (CanMEDS)

The RANZCR Radiation Oncology Training Program defines the seven overlapping domains of
competence for radiation oncologists based on the Canadian Medical Education Directives for
Specialists (CanMEDS)(1) curriculum framework. The seven key roles for radiation oncologists are:
1.3.1 Medical expert
Central to the role of the radiation oncologist is the interaction with the person with cancer. The
radiation oncologist uses an evidence-based approach to:
 Synthesise oncological knowledge with clinical information to formulate and convey a plan of
management
 Apply technical expertise in carrying out planning and delivery of management programs, in
particular those involving radiation therapy
 Devise and conduct an effective program of patient assessment throughout and beyond
initial treatment
 Coordinate psychosocial and physical care during the follow up period, including delivery of
further courses of radiation therapy and management of other cancer and treatment-related
problems.
1.3.2 Communicator
The radiation oncologist:
 Establishes a professional relationship with the patient and their family, and is sensitive to
their illness, social situation and cultural background
 Is expert in eliciting and synthesising relevant history and patient preferences by directed
questioning and effective listening
 Discusses information with patients, their families and their health care team, using
appropriate language
 Maintains ethical and effective verbal and written communication with other practitioners, in
all roles.
1.3.3 Collaborator
The radiation oncologist:
 Establishes and maintains interpersonal co-operative relationships with patients
 Establishes and maintains interpersonal co-operative relationships with other healthcare
providers
 Facilitates optimal patient care both in the outpatient and inpatient setting
 Participates in research and educational activities.
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1.3.4 Leader and Manager
The radiation oncologist:
 Optimises decisions regarding individual patient care in context of finite health care
resources
 Provides leadership in healthcare and professional organisations, including continually
building on personal leadership skills and attributes
 Demonstrates leadership in the context of engaging, supporting and building leadership
capacity amongst all team members for the purposes of improving patient care
 Ensures effective work practices through staffing and the development of policies and
procedures based on appropriate use of information systems
 Undertakes quality improvement activity working to continuously enhance quality and safety
of patient care.
1.3.5 Health advocate
The radiation oncologist:
 Applies expertise and influence, whether individually or as part of a group, to improve
cancer services on behalf of individual patients, groups of people with cancer and the
community at large
 Works to ensure equal access to, and provision of healthcare to all people, regardless of
ethnicity, socioeconomic status or geographic location.
1.3.6 Scholar
The radiation oncologist:
 Engages in life-long learning with the goal of continuously improving his or her mastery of
the discipline
 Contributes to the collection, analysis and interpretation of data that relate to health care
quality and outcomes
 Critically evaluates scientific literature and research
 Integrates emerging evidence into clinical practice
 Promotes the safe and appropriate implementation of new radiation technology into clinical
practice
 Participates in education of peers, trainees, other health care providers and community
bodies
 Actively participates in advancing knowledge in the clinical and laboratory settings
1.3.7 Professional
The radiation oncologist:
 Delivers the highest level of patient care with integrity, honesty and compassion
 Exhibits exemplary personal and interpersonal behaviour, and practices ethically
 Practices with diligence and active concern for the progress of the professional, while
continuing to improve mastery of the discipline.
CREDENTIALS
1. FRANZCR indicating successful completion of advanced training in radiation oncology OR
2. Overseas qualification in radiation oncology that has been deemed equivalent.
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SCOPE OF PRACTICE/CORE PRIVILEGES

1.4

General scope of practice

The core scope of practice of radiation oncologists involves the assessment of patients with a
comprehensive range of cancers and other diseases and the management thereof using ionizing
radiation. Radiation therapy may be considered in the management of non-malignant diseases using
an evidence-based approach. The radiation oncologist has knowledge of the use of unsealed
sources, brachytherapy and particle therapy.
The radiation oncologist is uniquely responsible for:








The use of radiation therapy in the overall management of the patient;
Target delineation;
Dose prescription
Dosimetry review;
On treatment review;
Appropriate imaging review; and
Patient follow-up.

The radiation oncologist may manage the diagnostic work-up and staging of a patient and may
manage the patient as an out- or in-patient either before, during, or after a course of radiation
treatment.
The radiation oncologist may also manage or co-ordinate integrated care, symptom management and
systemic treatment including hormone treatment, targeted treatments, and other adjunctive
treatments.
The radiation oncologist possesses a fundamental understanding of the interactions of ionizing
radiation with neoplastic and normal tissue. Radiation oncologists work collaboratively with many
other specialists and participate in multi-disciplinary meetings/tumour boards.
Radiation oncologists should participate, either directly or as consultants to other medical specialists
and health professionals, in the long-term care and follow-up of patients with malignant conditions
treated with ionizing radiation. This will assure optimal patient care and ongoing quality assurance.
Radiation oncologists may provide direct inpatient care to patients requiring radiation therapy as part
of their management plan, in addition to providing outpatient and other inpatient care. Proficiency
should be maintained in managing common oncologic problems. Although radiation oncologists will
collaborate in comprehensive cancer care, the ability to provide comprehensive medical care will be
determined by the local environment in conjunction with general practitioners, hospitalists, and other
medical specialists to ensure that such care is provided.
As a significant portion of radiation therapy is delivered with palliative intent, radiation oncologists are
required to be competent in dealing with palliative and supportive care, symptom management and
end-of-life issues.

1.5

Scope of Clinical Practice Requiring Specific Credentialing

This section describes procedures or practices which require specific credentialing for safe and
effective performance, but which are within the practice of radiation oncology. Specific credentialing
and determination of a specific scope of clinical practice is required where it cannot be reasonably
assumed that an individual practitioner’s qualifications include the specific competency. The gaining
of the specific competency may involve additional training, experience, or both training and
experience (see Appendix 1).
Requests by an individual specialist for a specific scope of clinical practice should be specified in the
credentialing application to the local department, and approval will depend on the local department’s
facilities, competence and expertise.

Page 7 of 9

1.6

Extended Scope of Clinical Practice

Extended scope of clinical practice (e.g. the prescription of cytotoxic chemotherapy) will be defined
based on the individual’s experience, training and recency of practice.
CHANGES TO THIS DOCUMENT
The College may amend the Radiation Oncology Scope of Practice at any time and will ensure that
future amendments comply with applicable laws.
This document will be reviewed in three years from the date of approval.
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APPENDIX 1: SCOPE OF CLINICAL PRACTICE REQUIRING SPECIFIC CREDENTIALING AS
ENDORSED BY RANZCR
Areas of Practice Requiring
Specific Credentialing

Qualifications/experience
required

Professional Standards

Stereotactic Ablative Radiation
Therapy (SABR) or
Stereotactic Body Radiation
Therapy (SBRT)

Appropriate training,
experience, qualifications
and recency of practice
consistent with RANZCR
Guidelines for Safe
Practice of Stereotactic
Body (Ablative) Radiation
Therapy

RANZCR Guidelines for Safe
Practice of Stereotactic Body
(Ablative) Radiation Therapy
https://www.ranzcr.com/search/s
afe-practice-of-stereotactic-bodyradiation-therapy-guidelines(2)

Intracranial Stereotactic
Radiosurgery (SRS)

Appropriate training,
experience, qualifications
and recency of practice

May be developed in future

Brachytherapy

Appropriate training,
experience and recency of
practice

May be developed in future

Therapeutic Use of Unsealed
Isotopes

Appropriate training,
experience and recency of
practice

May be developed in future

Paediatric Radiation Oncology
– core and specific procedures

Appropriate additional
training (such as a paediatric
fellowship), experience and
recency of practice.
Management in consultation
with Paediatric Oncology
multidisciplinary team.

May be developed in future
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