System-Focused Rotations
Background
The new curriculum in Clinical Radiology that commenced in December 2009 (NZ) and January
2010 (Australia and Singapore) requires that registrar should be rostered in system-focused rotations in years 4 and 5.
Following a review of training programs from other countries (UK and USA), the proposal that registrars should undertake system-focused rotations in years 4 and 5 was discussed at the Curriculum Assessment Committee, and subsequently approved at the Education Board (Now Clinical
Radiology Education and Training Committee).
Definition of a “System”
In general, “Systems” should conform to either broad groups of referring specialists within a body
region, or to specific areas of imaging, for example interventional work. They otherwise cannot be
modality based. It is advised that departments choose “Systems” reflective of their case-mix and
skill-mix: ie “Systems” that they already have a specialised interest in, or that are currently a
strength within their department.
Examples could include
• Head & Neck/Neuroradiology
• Musculoskeletal
• Body Imaging (including Chest, Abdomen, Pelvis, Gastrointestinal tract, Genitourinary tract)
• Vascular and Interventional Radiology
• Paediatrics
• Women’s Imaging
• Trauma Imaging
• Oncological Imaging
• Cardiac Imaging
Definition of an SFR
An SFR is not intended to be a subspecialty rotation. It does not equate to an “Advanced Training
Position” (old curriculum), or to a “Fellowship” (post FRANZCR), nor can it be used to contribute to
Advanced Training. It is a mandatory component of the 5 year training curriculum. Trainees spend
a minimum of 4 sessions and a maximum of 6 sessions a week (pro-rata for part time training) in a designated system. The rest of the week is intended for general radiology work, on-call
duties, learning activities and other training/service requirements.
In 4th year trainees should participate in 4 x three-month SFRs, and in 5th year either 4 x threemonth SFRs, or 2 x six-month SFRs.
Implementation of SFRs.
For more detailed information regarding the implementation of SFRs see the “Implementing System Focused Rotations” document.
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