FAQs about Impact Factors when Publishing
When you consider publishing your research, or you belong to a group
conducting research, it is important to consider the Impact Factor of the journal.
What is an Impact Factor?
The impact factor is an index based on the frequency with which a journal’s
articles are cited in scientific publications. It is a putative marker of a journal’s
perceived quality. Journal Impact Factors are determined by the Journal
Citation Report (JCR), a product of Thomson Reuters Institute for Scientific
Information (ISI). The JCR use tools for evaluating journals, and the Impact
Factor is one such tool.
For more information see:
www.sciencegateway.org/impact
www.ncib.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC141186/
www.ajronline.org/cgi/content/full/178/3/541
How is the impact factor calculated?
A/B = Impact Factor
Where:
 A is the number of citations in current year to any items published in the
previous 2 years
 B is the number of “source” items published in the previous 2 years
Who uses the impact factor?
Librarians – to determine subscriptions
Publishers and advertisers – for comparisons
Authors – to determine where to submit for greatest impact
Editors – for evaluation
Why is it important to consider?
The Impact Factor is one tool to measure the importance of a Journal you may
be considering to submit your research for publication. The Impact Factor is a
proxy for the relative importance of a journal within its field, with journals with
higher impact factors deemed to be more important than those with lower ones.
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When is it reviewed?
In a given year, the impact factor of a journal is the average number of citations
received per paper published in that journal during the two preceding years.
For example: It should be noted that any given impact factors are actually
published in the following year. They cannot be calculated until all of the
proceeding years publications have been processed by the indexing agency.
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