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1. DEFINITIONS
College refers to the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists.
Expert Evidence is a report prepared by, or evidence given by an Expert Witness.
Expert Witness is a person who provides a report or gives evidence in legal proceedings or
otherwise, based wholly or substantially on the witness’s specialised knowledge of a subject. An
expert witness is not confined to giving only factual evidence.
Fellow refers to any Radiologist or Radiation Oncologist, including Educational Affiliates, who is a
member of the College.

2. OVERVIEW
The Expert Witness Directory contains the contact details of Fellows of The Royal Australian and New
Zealand College of Radiologists who have agreed to their details being made available to the public
for the purposes of acting as expert witnesses in legal proceedings or otherwise, by providing reports
or giving evidence based on their specialised knowledge and skill of radiological or radiation
oncological practice.
It is not a comprehensive list of all radiologists or radiation oncologists who are capable of acting as
expert witnesses in legal proceedings or otherwise.
The entries in this directory in relation to the areas of specialised knowledge and skill have been
supplied to the College by the Fellows concerned.

3. EXPERT WITNESS DIRECTORY CRITERIA
To be on the list Fellows should ensure that they:
a) Are in good standing with the College and Medical Board (or other relevant medical
registering body) in the jurisdiction in which he or she practices radiology or radiation
oncology
b) Are in active radiological or radiation oncological practice (or within three years of leaving
active practice) in the relevant field or subspecialty area of expertise at the time of providing
an opinion. In certain circumstances, a Fellow who is retired or no longer practising in the
subspecialty area may be asked to provide an opinion based on practice that was current at
the time of the alleged incident.
c) Are active participants in the Continuing Professional Development Program of the College,
including any medico-legal component, if available.
Members who wish to be included on the Expert Witness Directory should first read the Guidelines
below for Expert Witnesses document and the College “disclaimer” (see below) and then complete
and return registration form.
The College has not made its own enquiries about, and does not take any responsibility for, the
accuracy of the information contained in these entries. More detailed enquiries about the areas of
specialised knowledge and skill of Fellows of the College in the directory should be directed to the
Fellow concerned.
In order to be registered with the College as an expert witness, you need to read and declare your
willingness to abide by these guidelines.

4. RANZCR CASE REQUEST PROCESS
The College receives requests from external bodies seeking an expert witness in the specialty of
radiology or radiation oncology, to assist with case reviews, reading reports or viewing films/X-Rays.
These external bodies are usually Lawyer firms, Australian Police, Coroners, Detectives, other
doctors or government organisations.
Once a case request is then sent out to the Expert Witness Directory via email, stating the area of
speciality/subspecialty required, the age and sex of patient/person in question, location of case and
when the expert witness required.
Members are requested to respond to confirm if they are available to assist and if they are eligible to
help with that case based on the area of specialty within Radiology or Radiation Oncology. Once a
few responses are gained from the Expert Witness Directory, these contact details are sent to the
external body for further correspondence between the member and external body.
On occasion, regular cases occur, and some external bodies request to have the contact details of
certain members of the Expert Witness Directory. In these cases, the member will be contact to gain
approval of the College giving their email/phone number to the external body requesting.

5. ROLE OF AN EXPERT WITNESS
The role of a Fellow providing medico-legal Expert Evidence is to:
5.1

Examine and analyse the material provided for review and, using the skills and expertise
expected of a Fellow, interpret that material and form an opinion.

5.2

Communicate that opinion to the legal counsel or statutory body that has commissioned the
opinion, either in the form of a written report and/or appearance in Court as an Expert Witness.

5.3

Be available to provide an impartial opinion fairly and in the interests of justice.

6. PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL DUTY
The professional and ethical duty of a Fellow providing Expert Evidence is to:
6.1

Respect confidentiality at all times.

6.2

Ensure that his or her report is non-partisan, scientifically correct, clinically accurate, and
reflective of contemporaneous medical practice.

6.3

Maintain objectivity at all times.

6.4

Avoid rendering an opinion as fact.

6.5

Avoid rendering an opinion outside his or her area of specialist knowledge.

6.6

Declare any pre-existing relationship with any party to the proceedings in question. The
existence of such a relationship does not of itself constitute grounds for disqualification,
provided that the expert distinguishes the opinions based on personal knowledge from those
based on the evidence provided by the instructing counsel.

6.7

Recognise that his or her paramount duty is to the Court and not to the party retaining the
Expert Witness.

6.8

Take into account the spectrum of care considered reasonable by his or her peers at the time
of an event and consider all clinical options rather than only the ideal option in the optimum
circumstance with the benefit of hindsight.

6.9

Deliver the report in a timely fashion.

7. THE FORM OF EXPERT EVIDENCE
7.1

An Expert Witness’s written report (‘Report’) must give details of his or her qualifications and of
the literature or other material (including, among other things, medical history, imaging
examinations both hard copy and digital, and laboratory tests) used in making the Report.

7.2

All assumptions of fact made by the Expert Witness should be clearly and fully stated.

7.3

The Report should identify who carried out any tests or experiments upon which the Expert
Witness relied in compiling the Report and state the qualifications of any person who carried
out any such tests or experiments.

7.4

Where several opinions are provided in the Report, the Expert Witness should summarise
them.

7.5

The Expert Witness should give reasons for each opinion.

7.6

At the end of the Report the Expert Witness should declare that “[the Expert Witness] has made
all the inquiries which [the Expert Witness] believes are desirable and appropriate and that no
matters of significance which [the Expert Witness] regards as relevant have, to [the Expert
Witness’s] knowledge, been withheld from the Court.”

7.7

There should be included in or attached to the Report a statement of the questions or issues
that the Expert Witness was asked to address, the factual premises upon which the Report
proceeds and the documents and other materials which the Expert Witness has been instructed
to consider.

7.8

If an Expert Witness changes a material opinion, the change should be communicated in a
timely manner (through legal representatives) to each party to whom the Report has been
provided and, when appropriate, to the Court.

7.9

If an Expert Witness’s opinion is not fully researched because the Expert Witness considers
that insufficient data are available, or for any other reason, this must be stated with an
indication that the opinion is no more than a provisional one. Where an Expert Witness who has
prepared a Report believes that it may be incomplete or inaccurate without some qualification,
that qualification must be stated in the Report.

7.10 The Expert Witness should make it clear when a particular question or issue falls outside their
relevant field of specialist knowledge (including area of super speciality or subspecialty
interest).
7.11 Where a Report refers to any imaging or other medical data that have been obtained from
another source apart from the instructing legal representative, these must be declared so this
information can be provided to the other party to the proceedings at the same time as the
exchange of reports, through the legal representatives.

8. NSW – EXPERT WITNESS CODE OF CONDUCT
Fellows will need to review and evaluate the latest Code of Conduct relevant to the jurisdiction in
which they are appearing as an Expert Witness.

9. FEDERAL COURT RULES
Federally, there are Orders under the Federal Court Rules 1979 that apply to the evidence of Expert
Witnesses and the form of expert reports (see copy of relevant orders attached).

10. EXPERT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
When providing an expert Report or expert evidence the Expert Witness should confirm that he or she
has read the appropriate guidelines referred to in paragraphs above (copies attached) for the
appropriate State or Federal Court and agrees to be bound by them.

11. EXPERT WITNESS DIRECTORY DISCLAIMER
This directory contains the contact details of Fellows of the Royal Australian and New Zealand
College of Radiologists (‘the College’) who have agreed to their details being made available to the
public for the purposes of acting as Expert Witnesses in legal proceedings or otherwise, by providing
reports or giving evidence based on their specialised knowledge and skill of radiological or radiation
oncological practice.
It is not a comprehensive list of all radiologists or radiation oncologists who are capable of acting as
Expert Witnesses in legal proceedings or otherwise.
The entries in this directory in relation to the areas of specialised knowledge and skill have been
supplied to the College by the Fellows concerned.
The College has not made its own enquiries about, and does not take any responsibility for, the
accuracy of the information contained in these entries. More detailed enquiries about the areas of
specialised knowledge and skill of Fellows of the College in the directory should be directed to the
Fellow concerned.

EXPERT WITNESS DIRECTORY REGISTRATION FORM
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________________________
State: __________________________ Post Code:________________________________
Email Address:____________________________________________________________

Please advise your Area of Special Interest: (Examples include: Musculoskeletal,
Interventional Radiology, General Radiology, CT, Ultrasound, MRI, Spine Imaging,
Neuroradiology, Diagnostic Radiology, Paediatric Radiology, Abdominal, Gastrointestinal
Imaging, Radiation Oncology, Breast, Prostate, Oesophageal, Head & Neck Cancers, Palliative
Medicine, Chest Radiology, Mammography, Paediatric Neuroradiology, Pain Management,
MSK Sports & Spinal & Emergency/Trauma Radiology)

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
By submitting the above information it is understood that you have read the
“Guidelines for Expert Witnesses” document and the College “Disclaimer”.

Please complete and return to:-

Camilla Baker
Project Officer, Quality and Safety
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
Radiologists
Level 9, 51 Druitt Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Telephone 02 9268 9741
Fax: 02 9268 9799
E-mail: quality@ranzcr.edu.au
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