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1.

BACKGROUND
The Phase 1 examination is an assessment in the radiation oncology curriculum which
commenced in December 2008 in New Zealand and in January 2009 in Australia and
Singapore.
It is intended that the Phase 1 examination is undertaken by trainees approximately 18 months
into training. The Phase 1 examination will be held annually.

2.

ELIGIBILITY
A trainee may apply to sit the phase 1 examination if all of the following conditions have been
met. If he or she:
(a)

is a financial, radiation oncology, student member of RANZCR;

(b)

holds an accredited training position;

(c)

has completed a minimum of 12 months training (full time equivalent) in an accredited
training position immediately prior to the date of the examination (not including any
period of recognition of prior learning granted by the Education and Training
Committee); and

(d)

has completed all the required Phase 1 training program requirements and assessments,
which includes successful completion of:
(i)

5 clinical assignments;

(ii)

3 practical experiences in treatment machines, radiation treatment planning and
oncology imaging; and

(iii)

All other in-training, assessments at the required rate, calculated pro-rata
according to total training time:
a) Mini – CEX – A minimum total of eight (8) mini-CEXs are required in
Phase 1, which should be completed at the rate of at least one (1) MiniCEX for every three (3) months of training.
b) Multisource Feedback Assessment (MSF) – One (1) MSF is required for
every 12 months of training.
c) Clinical Supervisors Assessments (CSAs) – A minimum of one (1) CSA
must be completed for every 6 months of training.
d) Director of Training (DoT) Assessments - A minimum of one (1) DoT
Assessment must be completed for every 6 months of training.
e) Trainee Assessment of Training Site (TATS) – A minimum of one (1)
TATS must be submitted for every 6 months of training.

3.

APPLICATION
(a)

Applications to sit the Phase 1 examination must be made in writing on the application
form, which must reach the Faculty of Radiation Oncology office by the advertised
closing date.

(b)

The application form must be signed by the Director of Training or Head of Department
to confirm satisfactory completion of all pre-requisites.

(c)

Applications must be accompanied by the examination fee.

(d)

Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.
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4.

WITHDRAWAL FROM EXAM
(a)

Candidates may choose to withdraw from the Phase 1 examination, without financial
penalty, up to four weeks in advance of the examination date. Withdrawal after this date,
or failure to attend the examination, will forfeit the examination fee.

(b)

Failure to attend an examination for which a candidate has registered will be considered
a failed attempt at the examination (subject to section 8).

5.

Examination Conduct

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists may refuse to admit to the examination,
or to proceed with the examination, any candidate who infringes a regulation of the examination or is
considered to have behaved in a manner prejudicial to the proper management and conduct of the
examination.
Any candidate in possession of an electronic communication device, on their person, at the time of the
exam, or found with or giving information to other candidates recorded or otherwise, during, or after, the
exam, will be deemed to have failed the entire examination series and it will need to be considered by the
College whether further sittings are allowed at future series.

6.

OUTCOMES AFTER INITIAL ATTEMPT AT THE PHASE 1 EXAMINATION
(a)

(c)

Candidates will be advised of the outcome of their attempt at the Phase 1 examination, in
writing (b) If a trainee does not pass the Phase 1 examination:
(i)

written feedback will be provided;

(ii)

the Phase 1 Assessment Panel (P1AP) will undertake a review of the trainee’s
portfolio and attempt to identify any areas of weakness or deficit from the evidence
presented within the portfolio; and

(iii)

P1AP may recommend to the Education & Training Committee that the
trainee undertake a specified remediation program prior to the second
attempt at the Phase 1 examination.

If a trainee does not pass ONE of the four Oncology Sciences:
(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the Phase 1 Assessment Panel will undertake a review of the trainees
results and may wish to invite them to the College for a supplementary
viva examination in that particular failed subject.
The viva will be 25 minutes in duration and will be undertaken by a Phase 1
Assessor
Trainees will be notified of this decision in writing at the time of their results
letter and will travel to the College at their own expense.
Following the conclusion of the viva examination, trainees will be notified of
their result in writing.

7. NUMBER OF ATTEMPTS
MBER
OF ATTEMPTS
(a) Trainees,
both full time and part time, may attempt the Phase 1 examination no more
than twice.
(b)

The two attempts must be in consecutive exam series in order to ensure currency of
knowledge. Both attempts must be made within the specified timeframe for completion of
Phase 1, which is three years (for full-time trainees) from their commencement date.
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8.

REQUEST FOR FURTHER ATTEMPT AT THE PHASE 1 EXAMINATION
(a)

9.

If a trainee does not pass the Phase 1 examination at the second attempt, the P1AP will
conduct a further review of the trainee’s portfolio and other available evidence (e.g. a
discussion with the Director of Training and Training Network Director), then provide a
report to the Education & Training Committee. The Education & Training Committee will
determine whether the trainee should:
(i)

be given a third opportunity to attempt the Phase 1 examination; or

(ii)

not be given another opportunity to attempt the Phase 1 examination. In this
circumstance the trainee will no longer be considered a trainee of the training
program and their position as a student member will be terminated

(b)

The decision to offer a third opportunity to sit the Phase 1 examination will be based on
extenuating circumstances which in the opinion of Education & Training Committee may
have materially affected the trainee’s performance at either attempt.

(c)

The Education & Training Committee will notify the trainee, the Director of Training and
the Training Network Director, of the decision in writing.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATION
(a) Trainees may apply for special consideration due to extenuating circumstances. Such
requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis, in line with the Colleges
Consideration of Special Circumstances and Disability Policy.
(b)

Requests for special consideration should include supporting evidence. This evidence
may include a letter from the trainees Director of Training, Head of Department or
Training Network Director or a medical certificate depending on the situation.

(c)

The onus is on the trainee to prepare and provide evidence that their circumstances
were extenuating.

(d)

Requests for special consideration must be made in writing and should be addressed to
the Chief Censor and sent to the Education Officer. The Chief Censor may choose to
escalate these requests to Education & Training Committee as necessary.

10. RECONSIDERATON, REVIEW & APPEALS
Any decisions made under this policy may be appealed in accordance with the College’s
Reconsideration, Review & Appeal of Decisions policy. A copy of the College’s policy is available
on the College’s website.

11. RELATED POLICY DOCUMENTS
•
•

Consideration of Special Circumstances and Disability Policy
Reconsideration, Review and Appeal of Decisions Policy
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