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ENSURING AFFORDABLE
ACCESS FOR ELIGIBLE
AUSTRALIANS TO PARTICLE
THERAPY

IMPLEMENTING THE
MBS REVIEW TASKFORCE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
RADIATION ONCOLOGY

IMPROVING THE SAFETY
AND QUALITY OF
RADIATION THERAPY IN
AUSTRALIA

There is strong in-principle support
from all parties for affordable access
to particle therapy. Particle therapy
offers the hope of better treatment for
Australians with highly complex cancer
presentations, including paediatric
tumours, tumours of the skull base, eye
and central nervous system. However,
the cost of travel and other out-of-pocket
costs to patients and their carers must be
considered.

All parties support the MBS Review
Taskforce recommendation to fund
detailed modelling and a pilot of the
proposed changes to the Radiation
Oncology Schedule (to mitigate disruption
to patients and care providers).

The COALITION, the GREENS and
CENTRE ALLIANCE support introducing
a national incident reporting and learning
system to improve the overall safety and
quality of radiation therapy.

•

The COALITION committed $68m
in 2017 to support the construction
of the particle therapy centre in
Adelaide. Both LABOR and the
Coalition have promised to deliver
on the Commonwealth’s commitment
and would like to see construction
start as soon as possible.

•

All parties support the development
of a nationally coordinated plan for
particle therapy, to encourage strong
collaboration between States and
Territories.

•

LABOR, the GREENS and CENTRE
ALLIANCE support expanding
the availability of the treatment
in Australia. Labor is in early
discussions with a number of states
and territories on a potential second
facility in Australia. The Greens
and Centre Alliance have also said
they will support the funding and
construction of a second centre in an
area of need.

The MBS Review provided an opportunity
to revise the Schedule, reflecting
contemporary practice and advances in
techniques and technologies. Following an
initial pilot of the New Radiation Oncology
Schedule to ensure new item numbers
are appropriately reimbursed, RANZCR
has encouraged the Government to
commence implementation as a matter of
priority to ensure that Medicare funding
aligns with contemporary practice.
•

The COALITION has committed
to working with RANZCR and
other stakeholders to establish an
implementation liaison group to
model the impact of changes and
to ensure the most comprehensive
advice is provided to Government.

•

The AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY
has provided strong in-principle
support and say they will seek
departmental advice and modelling
on this proposal as a priority should
they form Government.

•

The GREENS and CENTRE
ALLIANCE are supportive of
RANZCR’s position on modelling
and a pilot of proposed changes as
a way to help mitigate disruption to
patients and care providers.
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Incident monitoring is an important risk
management and quality improvement
tool. The funding of this system is
needed to underpin a culture of safety
and ensure that patients benefit from
the enhancements to care which result
for radiation therapy in Australia. The
system should be added to the existing
Australian Radiation Incident Register
that is managed by Australian Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency
(ARPANSA) and contributed to by State
and Territory departments.
In addition, the COALITION and LABOR
have both committed to improving the
availability and quality of radiation
therapy centres in regional and rural
areas through respective investments of
$63.4 million and $60 million to expand
cancer treatment capacity through
radiation therapy services in 13 regional
locations. Both parties have pledged to
work closely with RANZCR on the final
design and implementation of these
facilities.
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