2019 Federal Election Survey
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey, which will help our
members and consumers understand your party’s position on critical health
issues ahead of the federal election.

Q 1 – How will your party improve patient access to MRI?
What your party can do:
• Transition all partial licences to full (at a cost of approximately $120m up to the
end of June 2023) to help improve patient access and choice to MRI.
• Ensure a clear, equitable and transparent process for allocating Medicare eligibility
to MRI machines (at a cost of $Nil).

Q 2 – Will your party commit to implementing the Quality Framework?
What your party can do:
• Implement the Quality Framework to improve the quality and safety of medical
imaging services, by ensuring a radiologist is on site to appropriately supervise CT
(at a cost of $Nil)

Q 3 – How will your party prepare for the adoption of AI in healthcare?
What your party can do:
• Work with RANZCR to develop a strategy that prepares Australia’s health system
for the adoption of AI technologies covering ethics, regulation, standards and
workforce readiness (at a cost of $Nil).

Q 4 – How will your party ensure affordable access for eligible Australians
to particle therapy?
What your party can do:
• Commit to development of a nationally coordinated plan that encourages strong
collaboration between states and territories and commits to ongoing affordable
access for all eligible Australians (at a cost of $Nil).
• Fund and commence construction of one additional particle therapy facility in an
area of need, over the next term of government, to help ensure appropriate access
for patients and their carers (at a cost of $100m).

Q 5 – Will your party commit to implementing the MBS Review Taskforce
Recommendations for radiation oncology?
What your party can do:
• Promptly implement the new schedule for radiation oncology recommended by
the MBS Review Taskforce to help ensure affordable and accessible treatment for
patients and maximise the value derived through MBS expenditure (at a cost of
$Nil, covered by existing budget).
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•

Fund detailed modelling and a pilot of the proposed changes to the radiation
oncology schedule to help mitigate disruption to patients and care providers (if new
item numbers are underfunded) and risks to the government (if new item numbers
are overfunded) (at a cost of $150,000 for one year only).

Q 6 – How will your party improve the safety and quality of radiation
therapy in Australia?
What your party can do:
- Fund the introduction of a national incident reporting and learning system to the
exiting Australian Radiation Incident Register to help improve safety and quality of
radiation therapy in Australia (at a cost of $200,000 initial set up cost).

Q 7 - Are there any other commitments or comments you would like to
make in relation to radiology and radiation oncology for Australian
patients?

Thank you again for your time completing this survey. We look forward to
continuing our work with you.
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