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PART 2 FRANZCR EXAMINATIONS 
EXAMINERS REPORT 
_________________________________ 
 

Attendees: 

Chief Censor: A/Prof Dinesh Varma 
 
CRERP Chair/Deputy Chief Censor: Dr Barry Soans 
 
Sitting A Examiners: 

Team # ABDOMINAL 

20A A/Prof Andrew Little - VIC Dr Sarah Skinner - VIC 

19A Dr Richard Bessell-Browne - WA Dr Wa Cheung - VIC 

NEURO/HEAD & NECK 

17A Dr David van Gelderen - VIC Dr Kate O'Connor - NZ 

16A Prof Alan Coulthard - QLD *Dr Shiromi Prematunga - QLD 

THORACIC & CARDIOVASCULAR 

1A Dr Rajiv Rattan - NSW Dr Anne Miller - NSW 

2A Dr Kim McAnulty - NZ Dr Ben Wilson - NZ 

BREAST / O&G 

6A Dr Ravinder Dhillon - WA Dr Rebecca Hughes - NZ 

8A Dr Pakan Kleinig - SA Dr Virginia Saxton - VIC 

9A Dr Jonathon Osborne - QLD *Dr Paul Chou - QLD 

MUSCULOSKELETAL 

4A *Craig Hacking - QLD A/Prof Stephen Schlicht - VIC 

5A Dr Pramod Phadke - NSW Dr Jaspal Hunjan - NSW 

PAEDIATRICS 

12A Dr Russell Metcalfe - NZ *Dr Neil Caplin - NSW/TAS 

13A Dr Fiona Bettenay - WA Dr Peter Shipman - WA 

PATHOLOGY 

3A Dr Jim Koukounaras - VIC Prof Noel Woodford - VIC 

14A Dr Felicity Pool - SING Dr Allan Cala - NSW 

OBSERVERS 

  Dr Jeffrey Plew - NSW (Path) Dr Steve Knox - SA (Abdo) 

  Dr Sue Ulreich - WA (O&G) Dr Michael Mason - WA (Paeds) 
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Sitting B Examiners: 
 

Team # ABDOMINAL 

20B Dr Gabriel Lau - NZ Dr David Donovan - SA 

19B Dr Phillip Law - QLD Dr Jennifer Chang - QLD 

18B Dr Martin Marshall - WA Dr Perry Cleland - QLD 

NEURO/HEAD & NECK 

17B Dr Gavin Chapeikin - WA A/Prof Michael Bynevelt - WA 

16B Dr Kenneth Chuah - VIC A/Prof Joga Chaganti - NSW 

THORACIC & CARDIOVASCULAR 

1B A/Prof Stefan Heinze - VIC Dr Hannah Rouse - VIC 

2B *Dr Anoushka Rajaratnam -VIC Dr Shaun Gallagher - QLD 

BREAST / O&G 

6B *Dr Rasha Al-Zuhairy - QLD Dr Emmeline Lee - WA 

8B Dr Glyn Thomas - NZ Dr Rebecca Hughes - NZ 

9B Dr Glen Coltman - NZ Dr Meredith Thomas - SA 

MUSCULOSKELETAL 

4B Dr Neal Stewart - NZ Dr Michael Reddy - NZ 

5B Dr James Linklater - NSW A/Prof Anthony Peduto - NSW 

PAEDIATRICS 

12B Dr Gillian Long - QLD Dr Mark Phillips - QLD 

13B Dr Sunil Gupta - SA Dr Thai Nguyen - WA 

PATHOLOGY 

3B Dr Natalie Yang - VIC Dr Michael Lau - NZ 

14B Dr Paul Tesar - QLD Dr Diane Payton - QLD 

OBSERVERS 

  Dr Joe Feltham - NZ (Abdo) 
Dr Henry Liu - NZ 

(Breast/O&G/Path) 

  

Dr Evelyn Yap - SA (Breast) 
Dr Sarah Constantine SA/TAS 

(O&G) 
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2017 SERIES 2 OVERALL PART 2 
PASS RATES 
_________________________________ 
 

Pass Rates – All Candidates 

Trainee / IMG Total Candidates Overall Passes Pass Rate (%) 

# IMG Candidates 63 16 25.4 

# Trainees  92 36 39.1 

Total 155 52 33.5 

 

Pass Rates – Candidates by Attempt 

 
# of Candidates 

Passed 
Everything 

Pass Rate (%) 

Attempt 155 52 33.5 

Sitting 1st time - All Candidates 52 7 13.5 

Trainees 29 5 17.2 

IMGs 23 2 8.7 

Sitting 2nd time - All Candidates 76 35 46.1 

Trainees 49 25 51.0 

IMGs 27 10 37.0 

Sitting 3nd time - All Candidates 18 8 44.4 

Trainees 9 5 55.6 

IMGs 9 3 33.3 

Sitting Final - All Candidates 6 2 33.3 

Trainees 3 1 33.3 

IMGs 3 1 33.3 

 

Pass Rates – Candidates by Branch 

Branch Total Candidates Overall Passes Pass Rate (%) 

ACT 3 3 100.0 

NSW 23 9 39.1 

NZ 14 7 50.0 

QLD 16 7 43.8 

SA 8 3 37.5 

TAS 0 0 - 

VIC 14 2 14.3 

WA 12 5 41.7 

IMGs Excluded 
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E-FILM READING  
_________________________________ 
 

2017 Series 2 

 # of Candidates Passed Exam Pass Rate (%) 

Overall 95 52 54.7 

Trainees 49 28 57.1 

IMGs 46 24 52.2 

Table 1 - 2017 Series 2 overall number of candidates and pass rate for e-Film Reading 

 

Historical Data: 2013 - 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 80.90 55.93 

2014 55.65 61.80 

2015 66.41 59.49 

2016 64.71 64.29 

2017 62.60 54.74 

Table 2 - Overall pass rate for e-Film Reading Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 
 

 

Figure 1 - Line graph of the overall pass rate for e-Film Reading Examination by year and series. 
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e-Film Reading 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 88.3 56.8 65.5 54.5 

2014 65.6 70.2 29.4 46.9 

2015 70.5 59.6 58.1 59.3 

2016 69.6 63.8 47.8 65.2 

2017 73.8 57.1 38.5 52.2 

Mean 76.4 65.1 51.7 58.7 

Total mean over the past 5 years 70.8 55.2 

Table 3 –Pass rate of the e-Film Reading Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Column graph of the pass rate for e-Film Reading Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

Figure 3 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the e-Film Reading component from 2013 to 2017  
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RADIOLOGY MCQ  
_________________________________ 
 

2017 Series 2 

 
# of Candidates Passed Exam Pass Rate (%) 

Overall 60 45 75.0 

Trainees 35 28 80.0 

IMGs 25 17 68.0 

Table 4 - 2017 Series 2 overall number of candidates and pass rate for the Radiology MCQ Exam 

 

Historical Data: 2013 - 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 86.21 76.92 

2014 82.14 73.58 

2015 76.58 79.10 

2016 89.53 91.30 

2017 93.33 75.00 

Table 5 - Overall pass rate for Radiology MCQ Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
 Figure 4 - Line graph of the overall pass rate for Radiology MCQ Examination by year and series.  
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Radiology MCQ 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year 
Trainee Series 

1 
Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 72.0 91.9 77.8 76.5 

2014 66.7 87.8 64.7 77.8 

2015 59.4 83.5 70.4 85.0 

2016 94.7 88.1 93.3 90.3 

2017 93.2 80.0 93.8 68.0 

Mean 77.2 86.3 80.0 79.5 

Total mean over the past 5 years 81.7 79.8 

Table 6 - Pass rate of the Radiology MCQ Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

Figure 5 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Radiology MCQ Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 6 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Radiology MCQ component from 2013 to 2017  

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Radiology - Trainee/IMG Pass Rate by Year/Series

Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2

76.58%

93.33%
85.56% 86.21%

73.58%

91.30%

79.18% 76.92%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Min Max Mean Median

Radiology - Min, Max, Mean and Median Pass Rates

Radiology MCQ Series 1 Radiology MCQ Series 2



 

9 April 2018 Page 9  

 

PATHOLOGY MCQ  
_________________________________ 
 

2017 Series 2 

 # of Candidates Passed Exam Pass Rate (%) 

Overall 76 58 76.3 

Trainees 46 36 78.3 

IMGs 30 22 73.3 

Table 7 - 2017 Series 2 overall number of candidates and pass rate for the Pathology MCQ Exam 

 

Historical Data: 2013 - 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 85.06 75.47 

2014 78.95 70.69 

2015 76.11 77.46 

2016 75.58 70.91 

2017 76.72 76.32 

Table 8 - Overall pass rate for Pathology MCQ Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 7 - Line graph of the overall pass rate for Pathology MCQ Examination by year and series.  
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Pathology MCQ 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 85.5 76.3 84.0 73.3 

2014 81.0 71.4 73.3 68.8 

2015 77.1 85.4 73.3 60.9 

2016 77.3 67.6 70.0 77.8 

2017 77.8 78.3 74.3 73.3 

Mean 79.7 75.8 75.0 70.8 

Total mean over the past 5 years 77.8 72.9 

Table 9 - Pass rate of the Pathology MCQ Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 8 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Pathology MCQ Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 9 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Pathology MCQ component from 2013 to 2017 
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VIVA BODY SYSTEM PASS RATES 
_________________________________ 

ABDOMINAL 
 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   
Pass 55 52.88% 

Fail 48 46.15% 

Borderline 1 0.96% 

# CANDIDATES 104   

 
 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 74.49 67.74 

2014 69.18 75.68 

2015 72.41 57.53 

2016 76.74 60.71 

2017 54.10 52.88 

Table 10 - Overall pass rate for Abdominal Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 10 - Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Abdominal Viva Examination by year and series. 
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Abdominal 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 79.1 69.0 64.5 65.0 

2014 73.3 77.8 58.5 72.4 

2015 73.8 67.3 68.8 37.5 

2016 78.8 57.1 70.0 66.7 

2017 62.4 55.0 35.1 50.0 

Mean 73.5 65.3 59.4 58.3 

Total mean over the past 5 years 69.4 58.9 

Table 11 - Pass rate of the Abdominal Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

Figure 11 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Abdominal Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 12 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Abdominal Viva component from 2013 to 2017 
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NEURO/HEAD & NECK 
 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   

Pass 50 64.94% 

Fail 26 33.77% 

Borderline 1 1.30% 

# CANDIDATES 77   

 
 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 76.04 70.97 

2014 79.34 70.69 

2015 80.00 68.18 

2016 78.26 73.68 

2017 77.12 64.94 

Table 12 - Overall pass rate for Neuro / Head and Neck Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 

Figure 13 - Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Neuro/Head and Neck Viva Examination by year and series. 
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Neuro / Head & Neck 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 79.4 69.0 69.7 75.0 

2014 81.6 75.7 73.5 61.9 

2015 84.5 68.3 67.7 68.0 

2016 80.6 73.0 70.0 75.0 

2017 80.2 72.7 70.3 54.5 

Mean 81.3 71.7 70.2 66.9 

Total mean over the past 5 years 76.5 68.6 

Table 13 - Pass rate of the Neuro / Head & Neck Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 14 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Neuro / Head & Neck Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 15 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Neuro / Head and Neck component from 2013 to 2017 
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THORACIC & CARDIOVASCULAR 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   
Pass 65 72.22% 

Fail 24 26.67% 

Borderline 1 1.11% 

# CANDIDATES 90   

 
 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 74.26 82.26 

2014 71.68 70.77 

2015 70.34 70.13 

2016 68.13 70.59 

2017 68.07 72.22 

Table 14 - Overall pass rate for Thoracic & Cardiovascular Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 16 – Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Thoracic & Cardiovascular Viva Examination by year and series.  
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Thoracic / Cardiovascular 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 79.7 90.5 64.9 65.0 

2014 71.6 74.4 71.9 63.6 

2015 73.3 80.4 62.5 50.0 

2016 73.1 67.5 54.2 75.0 

2017 78.0 81.6 45.9 61.0 

Mean 75.1 78.9 59.9 62.9 

Total mean over the past 5 years 77.0 61.4 

Table 15 - Pass rate of the Thoracic and Cardiovascular Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

Figure 17 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Thoracic and Cardiovascular Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

 
Figure 18 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Thoracic & Cardiovascular component from 2013 to 2017  
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BREAST/O&G 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   
   

Pass 59 52.21%  Failed both components 35 

Fail 54 47.79%  Failed Breast 7 

Borderline 0 0.00% Failed OBGYN 12 

# CANDIDATES 113      

 
 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 66.34 81.94 

2014 77.78 48.33 

2015 72.31 58.44 

2016 68.93 61.76 

2017 48.00 52.21 

Table 16 - Overall pass rate for Breast/O&G Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 19 – Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Breast/O&G Viva Examination by year and series.  
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Breast / O&G 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 74.3 82.6 48.4 80.8 

2014 80.0 61.1 71.9 29.2 

2015 75.6 66.0 65.0 44.4 

2016 75.7 65.9 51.7 55.6 

2017 54.2 62.5 35.7 38.8 

Mean 71.9 67.6 54.5 49.7 

Total mean over the past 5 years 69.8 52.1 

Table 17 - Pass rate of the Breast / O&G Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 20 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Breast / O&G Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

 
Figure 21 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Breast/O&G component from 2013 to 2017 
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MUSCULOSKELETAL 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   

Pass 59 71.95% 

Fail 23 28.05% 

Borderline 0 0.00% 

# CANDIDATES 82   

 

 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 64.77 77.27 

2014 86.21 76.47 

2015 67.57 80.77 

2016 75.86 65.45 

2017 73.55 71.95 

Table 18 - Overall pass rate for MSK Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 22 – Line graph of the overall pass rate for the MSK Viva Examination by year and series.  
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MSK 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 73.8 78.0 44.4 76.0 

2014 88.1 93.9 81.3 44.4 

2015 75.3 85.4 50.0 73.3 

2016 80.3 60.0 61.9 75.0 

2017 76.5 75.5 66.7 66.7 

Mean 78.8 78.6 60.9 67.1 

Total mean over the past 5 years 78.7 64.0 

Table 19 - Pass rate of the MSK Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 23 – Column graph of the pass rate of the MSK Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

 
Figure 24 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the MSK component from 2013 to 2017 
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PAEDIATRICS 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   

Pass 45 51.72% 

Fail 41 47.13% 

Borderline 1 1.15% 

# CANDIDATES 87   

 
 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 86.02 75.00 

2014 84.21 64.81 

2015 79.31 63.64 

2016 65.22 62.69 

2017 70.63 51.72 

Table 20 - Overall pass rate for Paediatrics Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 25 – Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Paediatrics Viva Examination by year and series.  
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Paediatrics 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 92.1 82.9 73.3 61.9 

2014 85.7 72.7 80.0 52.4 

2015 82.9 66.7 70.6 58.3 

2016 70.4 72.1 47.6 45.8 

2017 73.2 54.9 65.9 47.2 

Mean 80.9 69.8 67.5 53.1 

Total mean over the past 5 years 75.4 60.3 

Table 21 - Pass rate of the Paediatrics Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 26 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Paediatrics Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

 
Figure 27 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Paediatrics component from 2013 to 2017 
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PATHOLOGY VIVA 

2017 Series 2 

EXAM PASS RATE   

%P 49 60.49% 

%F 31 38.27% 

%B 1 1.23% 

# CANDIDATES 81   

 

 

Historical Data: 2013 – 2017 

Year Pass Rate - Series 1 (%) Pass Rate - Series 2 (%) 

2013 75.27 72.13 

2014 77.12 74.19 

2015 83.19 57.38 

2016 74.47 66.67 

2017 73.55 60.49 

Table 22 - Overall pass rate for Pathology Viva Examination broken down into Year and Series 

 

 
Figure 28 – Line graph of the overall pass rate for the Pathology Viva Examination by year and series.  
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Pathology Viva 
Pass Rate (%) 

Trainee IMG 

Year Trainee Series 1 Trainee Series 2 IMG Series 1 IMG Series 2 

2013 84.8 69.2 51.9 77.3 

2014 79.1 78.9 71.9 66.7 

2015 85.4 66.7 77.4 40.9 

2016 78.9 66.7 60.9 66.7 

2017 75.6 64.6 69.2 54.5 

Mean 80.8 69.2 66.2 61.2 

Total mean over the past 5 years 75.0 63.7 

Table 23 - Pass rate of the Pathology Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 
Figure 29 – Column graph of the pass rate of the Pathology Viva Examination by year, series and Trainee/IMG. 

 

 

 
Figure 30 – The minimum, maximum, mean and median pass rate for the Pathology component from 2013 to 2017 
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