DESCRIPTION OF THE FRANZCR PHASE 1 EXAMINATION IN
RADIATION ONCOLOGY
This document depicts the changes from the 2018 Phase 1 Examination
in Radiation Oncology

DESCRIPTION
The Phase 1 Examination in Radiation Oncology is comprised of two written papers, Paper 1 and
Paper 2, each of which is to be completed in 2.5 hours. Candidates sit both papers on the same
day.
The Phase 1 Examination is divided into the subjects of:
•

Anatomy

•

Radiation Oncology Physics

•

Radiation and Cancer Biology

Paper 1 and Paper 2 will have the following structure:
•

Six questions each paper

•

All questions are of equal value;

•

Questions may have sub-parts and these will have clearly allocated marks and will not
always be of equal value.
.

•

Each question will assess one of the three Oncology Sciences subjects (Radiation
Oncology Physics, Radiation and Cancer Biology, Anatomy). The paper will indicate
which subject is being assessed.

•

In total across the two papers each subject will be assessed by four questions.

•

Sub-parts will not rely on each other for successful completion;

•

Clinical management questions will not be asked.

COMPOSITION AND PASSING STANDARD
Purpose
The purpose of the written papers is to test candidates’ knowledge of the theoretical basis of
Anatomy, Radiation Oncology Physics and Radiation & Cancer Biology.
The Phase 1 Exam will:
.

•

Drive factual learning;

•

Confirm individual learning and the trainee’s ability to apply this learning to clinical
situations;

•

Assess a trainee’s ability to think on the spot; in this way it is a simulation of workplace
decision making;
.

•

Allow a trainee to demonstrate competence in each of the oncology sciences within one
assessment;

•

Give confidence to the membership of the Faculty of Radiation Oncology on the standard
of assessment in Phase 1 of the training program, through a centrally-marked
assessment.
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Description and Format
There are two (2) written papers: Paper 1 and Paper 2
•

Paper 1 is a 6-question paper to be completed in 2.5 hours.

•

Paper 2 is a 6-question paper to be completed in 2.5 hours.

Passing Standard
Paper 1 and Paper 2 are combined to make up a set of 12 questions for the purpose of marking.
To achieve a pass, a candidate must satisfy all of the following requirements:
1. Pass each of the Oncology Science subjects integrated through the Phase 1 Exam:
1.1.

Radiation Oncology Physics, Radiation and Cancer Biology and Anatomy will be
marked out of a total of 60 marks across both papers. The distribution of marks
may be weighted differently within each paper;

1.2.

The passing standard for each subject will be 60% (>/= 36 out of 60 for Radiation
Oncology Physics, Radiation and Cancer Biology and Anatomy.

1.3.

If a candidate achieves a pass in 2 out of 3 Oncology Sciences subjects and
has achieved a borderline fail (55-59%) >/= 33-35.5 out of 60 in the third, they
may be eligible to sit a supplementary oral viva examination in the unsuccessful
subject.

2. Make a meaningful attempt at all questions. If it is considered that a candidate has not
made a meaningful attempt at all questions, they will risk failing the Phase 1 Exam overall.

Supplementary Oral Examination
If a candidate does not satisfy the requirements for passing the Phase 1 Exam as described
above, but satisfies all of the following requirements:
1. Achieves a pass in 2 out of 3 Oncology Sciences subjects (as explained in 1.1 and 1.2
above);
2. Achieves a mark of 55 – 59% in the failed Oncology Science subject;
A candidate will be eligible to sit a supplementary oral examination in the unsuccessful Oncology
Sciences subject.
In the event of uncertainty of the eligibility of a candidate to sit the oral supplementary
examination, the matter will be referred to the Chief Censor for resolution.
If the candidate passes the supplementary oral examination, they will have passed the Phase 1
Exam overall.
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RULES FOR DETERMINATION OF RESULTS IN THE PHASE 1
EXAMINATION
COMPOSITION AND PASSING STANDARD
In order to pass the Phase 1 Examination overall, a candidate must pass both written papers.

Passing Standard
Paper 1 and Paper 2 are combined to make up a set of 12 questions for the purpose of marking.
To achieve a pass, a candidate must satisfy all of the following requirements:
1. Pass each of the Oncology Science subjects integrated through the Phase 1 Exam:
1.1.

Radiation Oncology Physics, Radiation and Cancer Biology and Anatomy will be
marked out of a total of 60 marks across both papers. The distribution of marks
may be weighted differently within each paper;

1.2.

The passing standard for each subject will be 60% (>/= 36/60 for Radiation
Oncology Physics, Radiation and Cancer Biology and Anatomy

1.3.

If a candidate achieves a pass in 2 out of 3 Oncology Sciences subjects and has
achieved a borderline fail of 55-59% (33-35.5/60) in the third subject, they may
be eligible to sit a supplementary oral examination in the unsuccessful subject.

2. Make a meaningful attempt at all questions. If it is considered that a candidate has not
made a meaningful attempt at all questions, they will risk failing the Phase 1 Exam overall

Marking Rules
The rules previously approved by the Education & Training Committee are:
•

Each question will be marked by two markers.

•

Where the difference between markers is one mark – the average of the two marks will
be awarded.

•

Where the difference between markers is half a mark – the higher of the two marks will
be awarded.

•

Where the difference between markers is >/= (greater than or equal to) 1.5 then reassessment must be done by a third marker. The mark given by the third marker is then
the mark that is awarded to the candidate.

•

Marking ‘anomalies’, including large discrepancies in Examiners marks for a question will
be drawn to the attention of either the Phase 1 Lead or Chief Censor for further
consideration, before the submission of final marks has occurred.
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