Introduction

College Celebrates 80 Years
From the Trainor/Owen Collection

This year we celebrate the
80th anniversary of The
Australian and New Zealand
Association of Radiology
(ANZAR). In this article we
explore milestone events
from the 1970s and 1980s.

1970 – President, Dr Wightman’s
speech at the College’s 21st Annual
General Meeting prophetically warns of
a growing climate of medico-political
unrest in Australia and New Zealand,
into which the College becomes
inexorably drawn over the coming two
decades.
1972 – The Royal prefix is granted by
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and
the College is renamed The Royal
Australasian College of Radiologists.
This year also sees the end of an
historic British connection, when the
last Australian examinations are held for
Fellowship of the Faculty of Radiology.
1973 – The first College newsletter is
published, though for the first few years’
editions are published sporadically. This
year also sees the College Education
Board becoming responsible for
overseeing the accreditation of hospitals
for training purposes.

Interested in learning
more?
The College Archivist would
be happy to take your enquiry
or arrange for you to visit the
Trainor/Owen Collection. It is
a unique archive, museum and
library recording the history of
radiology and radiation oncology
and is housed in the College’s
head office at 51 Druitt Street,
Sydney.
Email: College Archivist on
archives@ranzcr.edu.au or +61 2
9268 9777 Monday - Wednesday
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1977 – The College office moves into
the historic and charming property
purchased in Lower Fort Street, Sydney.

1984 – Dr Gwenneth Pinner assumes
office as the first female College
President, and the recently formed
Continuing Medical Education
Committee stages the first, and very
successful, View Box Seminar (a way of
keeping radiologists up to date with
new techniques).

1978 – The Standing Committee on
Radiation Therapy and Oncology (the
forerunner of the Faculty of Radiation
Oncology) is established.

1985 – A highly successful Annual
Scientific Meeting is staged in Brisbane,
celebrating the 50th anniversary since
the formation of ANZAR.

1979 – The new membership category
of Educational Affiliate is introduced
to cover practitioners who are not
members of the College; also the
Standing Committee on Manpower
(later Workforce) is established.

1988 – Dr James Syme stands down
as Warden of the Membership, a role
he has held since 1970. He had made
an outstanding contribution during an
era of unprecedented development in
procedures and technology.

1982 – The J P Trainor Archives Trust is
set up following a generous donation
from successful industrialist Paul Trainor
in honour of his father, the late Australian
X-ray equipment pioneer, J P Trainor.
1983 – The College Research Fund
is established and the two-tier
membership structure is abolished,
resulting in all members becoming
Fellows.

