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College Celebrates 80 Years
From the Trainor/Owen Collection

This year we celebrate
the 80th anniversary of
The Australian and New
Zealand Association of
Radiology (ANZAR), the third
professional medical body
formed in Australia and New
Zealand. From its inception
ANZAR provided members
with the unity they still benefit
from today, and laid the
foundations onto which the
College was built.
In 2015, we will be exploring
milestone events in our
history, starting with the
1930s and 1940s.

1935 - Articles of Association are
signed, and ANZAR is formed on 6th
February. Dr Tom Nisbet is sworn in as
President, and meetings are held in his
consulting rooms in Sydney.
1939 - War is declared and the Defence
Department requires the Association to
co-ordinate chest X-rays for all departing
troops. Rising to the challenge, nearly
7,000 X-rays are processed within
a week. A number of Association
members see active service including
Majors Burnett Clarke and Clive Uhr
who, from the fall of Singapore until the
end of the war, are interred in Changi
Prison where displaying extraordinary
resilience and ingenuity they provide
life-saving medical care to fellow
prisoners.
1946 - In a climate of post-war
challenges and opportunities, the
Association continues to thrive.
Working towards the foundation goal
of formalising training standards, an
Education Committee is formed under
Dr E R Crisp who holds the position of
Education Chairman from 1946 to 1950,
and later becomes President (1962-63).
1948 - The long-apparent need for
office space and secretarial assistance is
satisfied when rooms at 135 Macquarie
Street become the Association’s
registered office. The College remains in
Macquarie Street until 1977.
1949 - On 6th October, his Excellency
the Governor of New South Wales signs
the document formally transforming
the Association into the College
of Radiologists (Australia and New
Zealand). The inaugural meeting is
held in Sydney in November and the
inaugural General Meeting and Session
in December.
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Interested in learning
more?
The College Archivist would
be happy to take your enquiry
or arrange for you to visit the
Trainor/Owen Collection. It is
a unique archive, museum and
library recording the history of
radiology and radiation oncology
and is housed in the College’s
head office at 51 Druitt Street,
Sydney.
Email: archives@ranzcr.edu.au
or +61 2 9268 9725 Monday Wednesday

